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NEW OAK 
BUILDINGS 
We specialise in the design and construction of 
timber structures ranging from large scale 
commercial property to complete houses, 
extensions and roof trusses.  These frames are 
usually designed by us, in close collaboration 
with the client and the project team, jointed and 
assembled in our workshop, then dismantled, 
delivered and erected on site.  
The process provides for the maximum off-site 
preparation followed by an extremely quick site 
phase where an entire building can be raised in 
a matter of days. 
Each piece is lifted into position by crane and 
secured, usually with cleft oak pegs, to form a 
self-supporting rigid buildingCARPENTRY

Our carpenters are all trained in traditional scribe carpentry. Our toolkits 
contain a variety of specialist tools largely unchanged for hundreds of 
years.These are complemented with electric drills, chain mortisers and circular 
saws. Much of the work is still finished entirely with hand tools, using time-
honoured traditional techniques.

JOINTING
Our frames are 
constructed with a wide 
repertoire of carpentry 
techniques, principally 
using large mortise and 
tenon joints pulled up tight 
with cleft oak pegs. 
Each elevation has a “lay-up” procedure, each timber being 
individually scribed and jointed to its neighbours and marked 
by chisel to identify it at the assembly stage.

PLANNING
We are able to take a project from its conception 
through the planning process, ensuring that the 
frame is properly designed from the outset. 
Planning departments are generally keen on 
traditional oak carpentry and will often allow 
framed extensions and conservatories on listed 
buildings. Using double glazing between the oak 
studwork creates a light and dynamic living space 
with the character to compliment a period 
property.
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DESIGN
Our design service covers the widest 
possible range of options offered by 
structural carpentry. Using Framewright 
for ArchiCad, our top flight Computer 
Aided Design platform, re-engineered for 
timber framing, we can produce 
amazingly detailed plans and computer 
models of any frames ranging from 
traditional or vernacular forms to thoroughly modern contemporary styles. Great care is always taken to deliver a 
design tailor-made to the client’s aesthetic and practical requirements. Communication between the architect, 
structural engineer or client is facilitated by an efficient exchange of digital drawings.

Technology and 
Innovation
Using technical know-how built up over decades of structural 
timber design, we can specify bespoke solutions for modern 
engineered wooden structures.  
Using custom made stainless steel fabrications and oak gives a 
classic modern combination of the natural and the technological, the 
two elements of which seem to compliment each other and speak 
of strength, durability and elegant design.  
Using glue-laminating techniques has allowed us to produce solid 
timbers in unusual shapes such as swept “S” curves or even solid 
circular beams.

Integrated Working
With a fully specified virtual model of the frame, including  all the relevant 
aspects of the rest of the build, and updated with accurate survey results, 
we are able to access the power of our system to provide all the information 
we require for the project, be it a new building or the repair and restoration 
of an old one. 
The range of output includes: the sawmill cutting lists for the raw timber; the 
workshop hours required for each individual joint; the weight and volume of 
timber to be delivered to the site; all the workshop drawings, site layouts and 
technical details for sharing with the project team; and beautiful, fully 
navigable 3D visualisations to show exactly what the frame or the building 
will look like.  All combined with the confidence that no joint or piece of 
timber has been omitted.

Customer Service
We like to engage with the client at the earliest possible 
stage. Working from planning drawings, architects’ designs 
or simply sketches and photos compiled by the customer, 
we meet up and discuss every aspect of the frame and 
how it relates to the whole build. Using our CAD tools 
we can quickly and simply demonstrate the range of 
options until we have focussed down on the best possible 
solution. 







SURFACE FINISH
The surface finish of the timber can make a big contribution to the overall impact of the frame. Our frames are usually 
planed smooth but we also provide frames with a  sawn finish, or offer hand-tooled finishes including the distinctive 
adzed surface. Many of our frames are sandblasted to give a weathered or aged appearance and this also cleans the 
timbers. External untreated timber is best left to naturally bleach grey by the action of sunlight and rain; Internally, 
linseed or other oils can be applied for a more lustrous appearance; lime wash reacts with the sap to darken the wood.

CONSERVATION WORK
Our experienced craftsmen are skilled in the repair of ancient timber 
frames and qualified to repair heritage properties and listed buildings.  
We survey historic timber frames and can provide a schedule of works 
required. Frames are restored with full structural integrity and great 
attention to understanding and preserving the original form. Decorative 
features such as chamfers, mouldings and carving can be applied in sympathy 
with the existing details.

GLAZING
Modern timber frames are often designed with fixed double-
glazed units attached directly to the oak structure. This can 
provide a spacious light environment, with the frame visible on 
both sides. We do not sub-contract but offer this ourselves with a 
number of reliable fixed glazing options including both capped and 
rebated solutions, using our managed stock of large section 
seasoned timber which overcomes the weather-sealing problems 
associated with shrinkage.

CONSTRUCTION 
From the outside the frame may be fully in view, with glazing, lime 
render, brick, or even wattle and daub in the panels between the 
timbers. Curved bracing can be jointed into the frame to present 
a traditional external appearance.   
Alternatively, many people choose to present the frame internally 
and clad the exterior elevations. Structural Insulated Panels (SIP’s) 
are a modern approach providing a highly insulated rigid structure 
with an extremely rapid site phase. Timber cladding can be 
arranged horizontally or vertically using oak, elm or larch.  A 
masonry skin such as brick or local stone can be applied.  With 
vapour membranes and rigid insulation material encapsulating the 
frame, the building is superlatively weather-tight and warm.



SUSTAINABLY MANAGED WOODLAND TIMBER
All of our frames are built in sustainably 
managed timber, and the majority of these, 
in oak. The revival in the popularity of oak 
framing has, according to Forestry 
Commission statistics, encouraged the 
replanting of oak woodland in Great 
Britain. In Europe plantations are thinned 
and re-planted in long term rotation to 
sustain individual forests. Many other tree 
species can also be used for framing such 
as ash, larch, yew, chestnut, cedar or 
douglas fir, all native or naturalised in 
Britain and each with its own distinctive 
properties of strength, durability and 
colour.

OAK
The properties of oak make it ideal for house building: easily worked when green, yet achieving an iron-like hardness 
over the years; superbly resistant to attack by both insect and mould; available in any variety of curves to enhance the 
elegant beauty of the frame.

We use curved timber wherever appropriate for the particular design, sometimes for its visual impact, and traditionally 
for the bracing of the frame. Managing our own stock of air-dried curved oak for bracing enables us to choose and cut 
curves to suit any frame.This combination of green and air-dried timber makes for rigid, strong and immensely durable 
structures with dramatic internal spaces.
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